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Felipe de Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of Mex-
ico; Prime Minister Stephen Harper of Can-

ada; and Warren J. Riley, superintendent,
New Orleans Police Department.

Statement on the Death of Representative Stephanie Tubbs Jones
August 20, 2008

Laura and I are saddened by the death
of Chairwoman Stephanie Tubbs Jones.

As a proud lifelong resident of Ohio’s
11th District, she devoted her career to
serving her community at both the State
and national levels. She was an effective
legislator who was dedicated to helping
small businesses, improving local schools,
expanding job opportunities for Ohioans,

and ensuring that more of them have access
to health care. After making history as the
first African American woman elected to
Congress from Ohio, the Congresswoman
worked to expand the rights of all Ameri-
cans. Our Nation is grateful for her service.

Our thoughts and prayers are with her
son Mervyn Leroy Jones II and the rest
of her family.

Remarks Following a Dinner With Elected Officials and Community
Leaders in Gulfport, Mississippi
August 20, 2008

The President. Governor, thank you for
coming.

Governor Haley R. Barbour of Mis-
sissippi. Thank you, sir.

The President. I thank the United States
Senators—Senator Wicker, Senator Coch-
ran—Congressman Taylor, mayors, super-
visors—county supervisors, small-business
owners, high school teacher. Thank you all
very much for giving me a chance to come
and visit with you.

I have brought—you know, a member
of my administration, United States Marine
General—retired—O’Dell is here to listen
to people. We still understand there are
issues, but I do want to say something
about the progress. I remember what it
looked like right after the storm. I remem-
ber what it looked like in the first anniver-
sary right after the storm. I remember what
it looked like last year, Governor. And
things have improved a lot.

Are there still people wondering about
their future? Absolutely. Do they still have
other issues to deal with, like cleaning out
some of the bureaucracy so that the hous-
ing issue can get solved quicker? Abso-
lutely. But things are better here on the
Gulf Coast of Mississippi.

And one reason they’re better is because
you’ve had strong leadership, and the other
reason—at the State and local level. And
the other reason is because people refused
to give in to the storm. People picked up
their lives and decided that this is where
their home was going to be and made
something out of these communities.

I remember going to the schools right
after the storm hit and seeing the deter-
mination of the teachers and principals
about how—whether they had to be in a
trailer or in a old building, they were going
to teach these kids. And the spirit of south-
ern Mississippi is real, and it’s alive. And
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